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SWP

The German Institute for International and Security 

Affairs of Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) is 

an independent research institution which advises 

the Bundestag (German parliament) and the Federal 

Government on foreign and security policies. 

SWP was established upon private initiative in 

1962 in Ebenhausen, near Munich. It was given the 

legal status of a foundation. Following the move of 

the government from Bonn to Berlin, SWP set up its 

new home in the capital in 2001.

Since January 1965, when the Bundestag unani-

mously backed the establishment of an independent 

research centre, the Institute has been funded from 

the budget of the Federal Chancellery. 

In 2009, SWP opened an office in Brussels. 

There are currently more than 200 staff at SWP’s German 
Institute for International and Security Affairs.

Research

SWP has seven research divisions employing more than 

60 researchers:

EU / Europe Head: Dr. Nicolai von Ondarza 

Centre for Applied Turkey Studies (CATS)  

Head: Dr. Günter Seufert 

International Security Head: Dr. Claudia Major 

The Americas Head: Dr. Laura von Daniels 

Eastern Europe and Eurasia Head (a.i.): Dr. Susan Stewart 

Africa and Middle East Head: Dr. Stephan Roll 

Asia Head: Dr. Hanns Günther Hilpert 

Global Issues Head: Dr. Steffen Angenendt

Information

The Information Infrastructure Department supports 

the Institute’s research, collects data and provides infor-

mation dossiers for Germany’s political institutions. One 

of our main sources for retrieving academic literature 

and information is the database “World Affairs Online”. 

The database is managed by SWP in cooperation with 

eleven leading research institutions in Germany, col-

laborating in the FIV – German Information Network 

International Relations and Area Studies. Public access 

is provided at http://www.ireon-portal.eu and via the 

German host Genios.

SWP’s Council

The SWP Council (Stiftungsrat) appoints the institute’s 

Directing Staff, approves broad outlines for its research 

and guarantees its independence. Major decisions are

taken by a two-thirds majority of Council members.

President of SWP’s Council 
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Martin Jäger, State Secretary, Federal Ministry of  
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Dr. Markus Kerber, State Secretary, Federal Ministry of the Interior, 
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Prof. Dr. Sabine Kunst, President of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
Alexander Graf Lambsdorff, Member of the German Bundestag 
Antje Leendertse, State Secretary, Federal Foreign Office 
Omid Nouripour, Member of the German Bundestag 
Jan Rinnert, Chairman of the Management Board and CEO of Heraeus 
Holding GmbH 
Nils Schmid, Member of the German Bundestag 
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Dr. Detlef Wächter, Federal Ministry of Defence 
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In addition to Parliamentary representatives and those from 
several federal ministries, personalities from academia, business, 
and public affairs serve on the SWP’s Council.


